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PREFACE 


Included in this wordbook are theological and ecclesiastical terms in current usage, 
together with words that occur in Biblical research and others that pertain to the philosophy 
or psychology of religion. Some of these expressions are found fairly freguently in the 
language of writers who handle religions themes; others rarely crop up and are conseguently 
harder to translate. 

The list is by no means exhaustive, as a perusal of any theological encyclopedia will 
show. A certain arbitrariness in the choice or exclusion of terms has proved unavoidable. 
Familiar words such as love, faith, sin have been omitted; so have concrete terms like altar, 
cross, blood. Doubtless each of these is rich in theological significance, but their Arabic 
eguivalents are well-known. Occasionally scriptural references are given alongside the 
entry; this procedure will serve to exemplify the term and may help to establish the sense. 

Numerous terms that belong to Roman Catholic or Greek Orthodox doctrine and 
practice have been inserted in the lists. This has been done to increase the usefulness of the 
wordbook in an area where non-Protestant Christians heavily outnumber Evangelicals. 

Heresies and theological parties whose names derive from those of their founders 
have been left out. The Arabic renderings of these names are mere transliterations. I have 
made some exceptions to this rule, where such names possess distinctive Arabic plurals. 

For convenience the wordbook is arranged in four sections: Theology proper, 
Church History and Order, Biblical Studies, Philosophy of Religion. Under the third heading 
there are archaeological, grammatical and literary terms. Under the last heading the reader 
will find a number of nondescript terms that are often met with in writings on religion. Such 
terms are indispensable for theological discussion though not in themselves specifically 
religious. Two or three expressions (dispensation, encyclical, purity) appear in more than 
one section, since the meaning will vary with the appropriate theological, ecclesiastical or 
Biblical context. The line of demarcation between the four sections is not always clear-cut, 
and the reader, if he fails to trace his word in one section, would be well-advised to consult 
another. 

This work was begun at the invitation of the Lebanon Evangelical Mission in the 
hope that it would be of value to theological students in the Arab world, and to those engaged 
in translation. The general reader as well as those learning Arabic may also benefit from its 
contents. To my knowledge no dictionary of comparable size and scope exists at present. 

I would like to express my warm gratitude to all who have shared in the compilation 
and correction of the wordbook. More especially I would thank the members of the ad hoc 
Editorial Committee composed of Mr. Douglas Anderson (Chairman), Dr. George Gedeon, 
Dr. Finlay Graham, Miss M. Harries, Dr. Toufic Khayat, Mr. Elie Tali, (Secretary) and Mr. 
A. Whitehouse. They took on the task of revising as a labour of love, pointed out the more 
glaring omissions and removed blemishes in the Arabic renderings. 

I have also to thank our consultants Dr. Toufic Saleh, Mr. Izzat Atiyeh, Rev. Tanios 
Zachary and others for their valuable suggestions as to the renderings of numerous words 
incorporated in the wordbook. 

We jointly hope that this new tool will lead its users nearer to the meaning of the 
enduring truths enshrined in sacred literature. 


RICHARD W. THOMAS. 


SECTION I 
THEOLOGY 
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Abasement 
Abomination 
Abrogation 
Absolution 
Abstinence 
Abyss (The) 
Acquittal 
Adjuration 
Adoption 


Adoptionism 


Adoration 
Adulteration 
Advent 

Advocate 

Afflatus 
Annihilation-ism 
Anointing 
Anthropomorphism 
Anti-Christ 
Anti-Christ (The) 
Antinomianism 
Antinomy 
Apologetics 
Apostasy 
Apotheosis 
Ascension 

Assent (intellectual) 


Assurance 
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Atonement 
Attributes 
Authority 


Backsliding 

Baptismal Regeneration 
Belief (intellectual) 
Beliefs 

Binitarianism 
Blasphemy 

Bliss 

Bondage 

Brotherhood 


Charismata 
Charity 
Chastisement 
Chastity 
Circumcision 
Claims (of Christ) 
Comforter (The) 
Commemoration 
Commit (sin) 
Commitment 
Compassion 
Condemnation 
Condescension 
Conditional Immortality 
Confrontation 
Conscience 
Constraint 


Consummation 
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Contrition 
Conversion 


Conviction(of sin) 


Corporate Personality 


Corruption (total) 
Covenant 
Creationism 


Crisis Theology 


Decision 

Decrees, Eternal 
Dedication 
Defilement 
Deification 

Deity 

Depravity 

Descent into Hades 


Dichotomy 


Dispensation 
Dissolution 
Divinity 


Doctrine 


Economy 
Edification 
Effectual Calling 
Efficacy 
Election 
Emancipation 
Encounter 


Entreaty 
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Eguality in Essence 

Error, 

Eschatological 

Eschatology 

Eternal Generation 

Eternity (as divine attribute) 


Ex opere operato 


Exaltation 
Experience 


Expiation 


Fall (The) 
Fatherhood 
Fidelity 

Filial 

Filiogue 

Final Perseverance 
Foreknowledge 
Forgiveness 
Freewill 


Fulfilment 


Glorification 
Godhead 
Godliness 

Grace (irresistible) 
Grace (prevenient) 


Guilt (the sense of) 


Holiness 


Homoiousios 
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Homoousios 
Humanity 
Hypostatic Union 
Hypostasis 


Identification 
Illumination 
Imitation 
Immaculate Conception 
Immortality 
Immutability 
Impassibility 
Impeccability 
Impotence 
Imputation 
Incarnation 
Incorporation 
Incorruption 
Ineffable 
Inferiorism 

Iniguity 

Initiative (Divine) 
Inspiration (Plenary) 
Inspiration (Verbal) 
Intercession 


Intermediate State 


Irreversible 


Judgment 


Justification 
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Kenosis 


Kenotic Theory 


Legalism 
Libation 
Licence 


Lordship 


Manhood 
Manifestation 
Maturity 

Means of Grace 
Mediation 
Memorial 
Merit 
Millenium 
Miracle 
Modalism 
Monarchianism 
Mortal Sin 
Mortification 
Motherhood 
Mystery 


Nativity 


Nature 


Oblation 
Offence 
Omnipotence 
Omnipresence 


Omniscience 
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Ordinance 
Ordination (divine) 
Original Sin 
Other-worldly 


Paraclete 
Parousia 
Parthenogenesis 
Participation 


Particularism 


Paschal 
Passion 
Passover 
Patripassianism 
Perdition 


Perfectionism 


Perpetual Virginity 
Person (in Trinity) 
Personality 
Petition 

Piety 
Pneumatology 
Predestination 
Pre-existence 
Prerogatives 
Presence (Divine) 
Preservation 
Priesthood 
Primacy of Scripture 


Probation 


Procession (of the Spirit) 


" 


Anay à 
cre! cynedll 
ALI Kuha) 


TEBAN 


cl egl al 7 cymal ¿ hj Ai 


cell, All + all 

el Ae cya BN oll 

ell € ui AS Us 

iail le Ale ehaill oL J gill ` inanazill 
š al 

avi 

zaill 

cyl dalla, aues a GY) ob Jal 

Dl 


Oe el coh LSM SAL alie ` El cas 


Lial shali A RYLE 
š JS sl ai: DECHE 
sil 
dall As 
cg sail 
call c 5 yll ele 
alll jill ç AWAJ cynal) 
32 9ll Gus 
Q s= 
NWN 
Lidi 
nys 
dell — G< A3 jl 
Cad « ass 


e a Al Sail 


Profession 
Propitiation 
Providence 
Purgatory 
Purification 


Purity 


Ransom 

Rapture 

Real Presence 
Recapitulation (in Christ) 
Reconciliation 
Redemption 
Regeneration 

Remission 

Renunciation 
Repentance 
Representative 
Reprobation 

Restitution 

Restoration 
Resurrection 

Revelation (Progressive) 
Revival 

Reward 


Righteousness 


Sacraments 
Sacred 
Sacrifice 
Sacrificial 


Salvation 
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Sanctification 
Satisfaction 
Self-limitation 
Separation 

Session (at right hand) 
Solidarity (Solidaire) 
Sonship 

Soteriology 
Sovereignty 
Spiritual gifts 
Subordination 
Substitute 
Substitutionary 


Supplication 


Testament 
Theanthropos 
Theocracy 

Theology (Dogmatic) 
Theology (Moral) 
Theology (Systematic) 
Theophany 


Traducianism 


Transfiguration 
Transgression 

Trial 

Tribulation (the Great) 


Trichotomy 


Trinitarianism 
Trinity 


Trisagion 
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Tritheism 


Trust 


Unbelief 

Union with Christ 
Unity of Church 
Unity within Trinity 


Universalism 


Venial (sins) 
Vicarious Atonement 
Victim 


Virgin Birth 


Worldly 
Worship 
Wrath 
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SECTION II 


CHURCH HISTORY AND ORDER 
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Acolyte 
Administration of Sacraments 
Adventists 

Affinity 

Affusion 

Agape (Love Feast) 
Anabaptists 
Anathema 
Anathemize 
Annulment 
Anti-popes 

Apologia 

Apologists 
Apostolate 

Apostolic Delegate 
Apostolic Succession 
Arianism 


Arminianism 


Articles (of Creed) 
Assemblies 

Assumption of Mary 
Autocephalous Churches 


Banns 
Beatification 
Benediction 
Blessed (Beatus) 
Bigotry 
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Cari 


Breviary 
Bull 


Calendar, Gregorian 
Calendar, Julian 
Canonization 

Canon Law 


Cappadocian Fathers 


Cardinals 
Catacombs 
Catechism 
Catechist 
Catechumen 
Catholicism 
Catholicity 
Catholicos 
Celebration 
Celibacy 
Censures (ecclesiastical) 
Ceremony 
Choir 
Christendom 
Christianization 
Clergy 
Clericalism 
Clerics 
Communicant 
Communion (Holy) 
Community 
Conciliar 


Concordat 
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Confessional 
Confessionalism 
Confessor 
Confirmation 
Confraternity 
Congregation 
Congregationalism (Independents) 
Consanguinity 
Conservative 
Consolidation 
Consubstantiation 
Co-redemptrix 
Council of Nicea 
Council of Trent 
Counter-reformation 
Creeds 

Cremation 


Crusades 


Deaconess 
Denomination 
Deviations 
Diaconate 

Diaspora 

Dioceses 
Dispensation (special) 
Dissenter 

Diversity 

Docetism 

Doctor of the Church 
Dogma 
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Easter 
Ecclesiastic 
Ecclesiastical 
Ecumenical 


Edict 


Elements (in Communion) 


Encyclical 
Enthronement 
Epiphany (Feast of) 
Episcopacy 
Eremetic 

Eucharist 
Eucharistic Congress 
Evangelicalism 
Evangelism 
Evangelist, - is 

Ex Cathedra 
Excommunication 
Exorcism 
Extempore Prayer 
Extreme Unction 


Extremism 


Faith-healing 

Fasts 

Fathers (The) 
Fellowship (a group) 
Font 


Fundamentalism 


Genuflexion 


Glossalalia 
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Godfather 
Godmother 
Gnosticism 


Good Friday 


Halo 
Hermit 
Heresy 
Heterodoxy 
Hierarchy 
Holy Week 
Homiletics 
Homily 


Honorary 


Iconoclasm 
Immersion 
Imprimatur 
Incantation 

Index Prohibotorum 
Indulgences 
Infallibility 
Inguisition 

Institution (of a Sacrament) 
Intercommunion 
Interdenominational 
Interdict 

Intolerance 

Invest (with authority) 
Investiture 


Invocation 
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Jacobites 
Jubilee 


Jurisdiction 


Laity 
Latitudinarianism 
Leavened Bread 
Lectern 

Lent 

Lessons 

Liberal Protestantism 
Limbo 

Litany 

Liturgy 


Magnificat 
Martyrs 

Mass (sung) 
Mass Movement 
Matins 
Metropolitan 
Ministry 
Missal 

Mission 
Moderation 
Modernism 
Monastery 
Monasticism 
Monastic Order 
Monophysitism 


Monothelism 
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Nestorians 

Nihil Obstat 
Nonconformity 
Novice (Novitiate) 


Nuncio (Papal) 


Offertory 
Offices 
Orders 
Ordination 


Orthodozy 


Paedobaptism 
Palm Sunday 
Papacy 

Parish (Parochial) 
Paternoster 
Patriarchs 
Patristics (Patrology) 
Patron Saint 
Pedilavium 
Penance 

Penitence 
Pentecost (as feast) 
Pentecostalist 
Pietism 

Pilgrimage 

Pontiff, Supreme 
Pontifical 

Prelacy 
Presbyterian 


Primacy 
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Primate or Primus 
Primitive Church 
Prostration 
Psalmody 

Public worship 


Puritan 


Ouietists 


Reformation 
Reformed Churches 
Relics 

Reguiem 

Reunion 

Ritual 

Rule of Faith 


Sacerdotal 
Sacrilege 
Sacristan 
Sanctity 
Sanctuary 
Schism 
Scholasticism 
Sect 

See 

Shrine 

Social Gospel 


Solemnization of Matrimony 


Sprinkling 
Stewardship 
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Stylites 
Sub-Apostolic 


Summa Theologica 


Superergatory Works 


Synod 


Te Deum 
Temperance 
Theotokos 
Toleration 
Tradition 


Transubstantiation 


Uniate Churches 
Uniformity 
Unitarianism 


Unleavened Bread 


Veneration 
Vespers 
Vigils 
Vocation 
Votive 


Vow 


Whitsun 
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Accommodation 
Achaemenids 
Adumbration 
Aetiological 
Akkadian 
Allegorization 
Allegory 
Allusion 
Amanuensis 
Amillenialism 
Analysis 
Anarthrous 
Annals 
Annotation 
Anonymous 
Antediluvian 
Antiguities 
Antithesis 
Antitype 
Annunciation 
Apocalyptic 
Apocrypha 
Apocryphal Gospels 
Apodeictic 
Apostolicity 
Apparatus (Textual) 
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Appendix 
Application 
Archaelogy 
Assonance 
Attestation 
Attribution to 
Authentic 
Authenticate 
Authorised 
Authorities 


Authorship 


Background 
Beatitudes 


Bohairic 


Canon 

Canonicity 
Captivity (The) 
Cataclysm 
Catholic Epistles (General Epistles) 
Chalcolithic Age 
Chiliasm 
Chronicler 
Chronological 
Chronology 
Circulate 

Citations (Patristic) 
Code 

Codex 
Codification 


Coeval 
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Cognate Language 
Cognate Term 
Collective 
Collusion 
Commentary 
Commission (The Great) 
Compound 
Concordance 
Concordism 
Conjecture 
Consensus 
Consistent 
Contents 

Context 
Contractions 
Contradictions 
Correlate 
Correspondence 
Corroborate 
Corruption (Textual) 
Credibility 
Criterion 
Criticism, Higher 
Criticism, Textual 
Cultus 

Cuneiform 
Cursive 


Cryptic 


Data 
Dating 
Dead Sea Scrolls 
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Decalogue 
Demythologisation 
Derivation 
Destination 


Deutero-canonical 


Dialogue 
Diatessaron 
Didache 
Didactic 
Discourse 
Discoveries 
Discrepancies 
Disparity 
Divination 
Documentary Hypothesis 
Dominical 
Doxology 
Dynasty 


Elaboration 
Elative 
Elision 
Elohist 
Emendation 
Encyclical 
Epilogue 
Epitome 
Etymology 
Eulogy 
Evangelic 


Evangelist (writer) 
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Evidence (external) 
Evidence (internal) 
Excavations 
Exegesis 

Exile (The) 
Exordium 

Exploits 
Exposition 
Extra-biblical 


Extra-canonical 


Fertility Cults 
Figurative 

Figurines 
Form-criticism 
Formation of Canon 
Fragments 


Futurist 


Genealogy 
Glossary 
Goddess 


Hapax Legomenon 
Hellenist 


Hermeneutics 
Hexapla 


Hexateuch 


Historicist or Continuous-Historical 


Historicity 
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Hortatory 
Hyperbole 


Identity 
Illustration 
Imagery 
Incompatible, Inconsistent with 
Index 
Inscriptions 
Integral 

Integrity 
Intensive 
Interlinear 
Interpolation 
Interrogative 
Inter-testamental 


Inversion 


Judaizers 


Juxtaposition 


Kerygma 


Koine 


Lawgiver 
Lexicon 
Lex Talionis 
Literalism 
Logia 

LXX 
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Manuscript 
Massoretic Tezt 
Mesolithic 
Metaphorical 
Metonymy 
Millenialism 
Minuscule 
Monarchy 
Monogamy 
Mosaic 

Myth 
Mythology 


Narratives 
Narrator 
Neolithic 


Nucleus 


Obscurity 
Occasion of writing 
Omissions 

Oral Tradition 
Original (The) 


Paleography 

Paleolithic 

Palimpsest 

Papyri 

Parabolic 

Paradox 

Parallelism (in Hebrew Poetry) 


Parallels 
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Parchments 
Parenthesis 
Paronomasia 
Patriarchs 
Pentateuch 
Peshitta 
Philology 
Phonetics 
Plagiarism 
Plagues (Ten) 
Polemic 
Polygamy 
Post-biblical 
Post-exilic 
Post-millenial 
Prediction 
Pre-exilic 
Prefix 
Prehistoric 
Premillenial 
Presentation in the Temple 
Preterist 
Primitive 
Primogeniture 
Priority 
Prohibitions 
Prologue 
Proof-texts 
Prophetism 
Proselytes 
Provenance 


Psalms, Imprecatory 
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Psalms, Penitential 
Pseudepigrapha 
Pseudonymous 
Punctuation 


Purity, Teztual 
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Quotation 


Radical Criticism 
Recension 
Redactor 

Relevant 
Reliability 
Rendering 
Research 


Revision (Revised Version) 


Sahidic 
Salutation 
Scope 
Scrolls 
Seleucids 
Semantics 
Septuagint 
Sequence 
Setting 
Settlement in Canaan 
Simile 
Sinaiticus 
Spiritualising 


Spokesman 
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Spurious 
Stratification 
Stele 

Structure 

Suffix 

Sumerian 
Swoon Theory 
Symmetrical 
Synagogue 
Synchronization 
Synonymous 
Synopsis 
Synoptic Gospels 


Tablet 
Talmud 
Tautology 
Testimony 
Tetrarchy 
Text 

Theory 
Translation of Elijah 
Transliteration 
Transmission 
Trustworthy 
Type 
Typology 


Uncial 


Variants 
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Vellum 
Verification 
Versions 


Vulgate 


Warrant 


Wisdom Literature 


Yahwist 
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A posteriori 
A priori 
Ability 
Absolute 
Absorption 
Abstraction 
Accidental 
Acguired 
Activity 
Actuality 
Adaptation 
Adverse 
Aesthetics 
Affirmative 
Agnosticism 
Alleged 
Alternative 
Altruism 
Amoral 
Analogy 
Analysis 
Ancestor Worship 
Animism 
Anthropology 
Arbitrary 
Asceticism 
Association of Ideas 


Assumption 
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Atheism 
Auto-suggestion 
Availability 
Available 
Axiology 


Axioms 


Beatific Vision 
Behaviourism 
Being 

Bias 
Brahmanism 
Brahmins 
Buddhism 


Capacity 
Categorical Imperative 
Categories 
Causation, Causality 
Cause and Effect 
Cause, Efficient 
Cause, Final 

Cause, Material 
Celestial 

Certainty 

Chance 

Chaos 

Co-existence 
Cognition 
Coherence 
Coincidence 


Comparative Religion 
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Complementary 
Compromise 
Concept 
Conception 
Connotation 
Consciousness 
Conscientious 
Constituents 
Constitution 
Contingent 
Correlative 
Cosmology 
Cosmos 
Criterion 
Critical 

Crux 

Cyclic 


Cynicism 


Decay 
Deduction 
Definition 
Degeneration 
Deism 
Delusion 


Demiurge 


Demon-possession 


Destiny 


Determinism 


Deterrent Theory of Punishment 


Dialectic 


Dialectical Materialism 
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Dilemma 
Dimensions 
Dogmatism 
Dualism 
Duration 


Dynamic 


Eccentric 
Eclecticism 
Ecstasy 
Egocentricity 
Egotism 
Elixir 
Emanation 
Empiricism 
Energy 
Enlightenment 
Entity 
Epistemology (Theory of Knowledge) 
Eguivocation 
Escapism 
Essence 
Ethereal 
Ethics 

Ethos 
Eudaemonism 
Evolution 
Existence 
Existentialism 
Extension 


Extinction 
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Face Value 
Faculty 
Fallacy 
Fatalism 
Fateful 
Fetishism 
Fiat 
Finality 
Finite 
Finitude (Finiteness) 
First Cause 
Formal 
Free Agent 


Functions 


Generalization 
Gnosis 


Gnosticism 


Harmony 
Hedonism 
Henotheism 
Hereafter 
Humanism 


Hypothesis 


Idealism 
Illusion 
Imagination 
Immanence 
Immutability 


Impression 
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Inanimate 
Incidental 
Individualistic 
Individuality 
Indoctrination 
Induction 
Ineffable 
Inference 
Infinite 
Infinity 
Inhibition 
Innate 

Insight 
Instinct 
Instrumentalism 
Integration 
Interaction 
Interdependence 
Intellectualism 
Intimate 
Intrinsic 
Introspection 
Intuition 
Invisible 


Irrational 


Judgments 


Leap of Faith 


Limitation 


Logical Positivism 
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Materialism 
Mechanistic 
Mental Reservation 
Metaphysics 
Metapsychosis 
Methodology 
Middle Term 
Monism 
Monotheism 
Moral Law 
Moral of Story 
Moral Sense 
Morale 
Morality 
Motive 


Mysticism 


Natural Law 
Naturalism 
Natural Selection 
Necessity 
Necromancy 
Neo-Platonism 


Nominalis 


Non-existent 
Norm 


Normative 


Numinous 


Objective 
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Obscurantism 

Occult 

Ontological Argument 
Optimism 

Organic 


Originality 


Pacifism 
Pantheism 
Particulars 
Passivity 
Perception 
Permanence 
Personification 
Pessimism 
Phenomena 
Phenomenology 
Pluralism 
Polytheism 
Positivism 
Possibility 
Postulates 
Potential 
Pragmatism 
Predicate 
Prejudice 
Premiss (Major, Minor) 
Prime Mover 
Probability 
Process 
Properties 


Proposition 


Sen Sall Luca gaa 
5332 dl Mal 
asi Ji 
Gila Gg ynan 
gc Sil 


Jalal) Cub ia 
352. all Bam 3 Geib Aa 
ERA 

Jes 

— eI ja) 

åa gan ç alsa 


. pe 


ca 

porn DK 

Asul al zb 

Al hll kala 

Ae ¿ 3323) Gade 

Ae NI 5555 

aa YN NOU 
OS! 

| 

AS $i 

orl lal åå peal) Lie | ` (Lael! —a Sall 
Jana 

vaya 

(oas GS) Adlais kanda 

Jil A =l 

Aina j e eus ji 

Adae. € el ya) 

Ula « galad 


Psychic 


Psycho-analysis 


Oualitative 
Ouantitative 
Ouidity 


Rational Animal 
Rationalism 
Rationality 

Realism 

Reality 

Realization 

Reason, Pure (in Kant) 
Rebirth (in Buddhism) 
Reincarnation 
Relativism 


Release 


Scepticism 
Scholasticism 
Scientism 
Secularism 

Self 
Self-abnegation 
Self-assertion 
Self-caused 
Self-centred 
Self-consciousness 
Self-evident 
Self-existent 


Sensations 
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Senses, Five 
Sensitivity 
Simultaneous 
Sociology 
Sophistry 

Space 
Speculation 
Spiritism 
Spiritualism 
Spirituality 
Spontaneity 
Spontaneous Generation 
Static 

Stimuli 

Stoicism 
Subjective 
Subjectivism 
Sublimation 
Summum Bonum 
Supernatural 
Survival of the Fittest 
Symbolism 
Syncretism 
Syntheism 
Synthesis 

System 


Teleological Argument 
Telepathy 

Theism 

Theodicy 

Theory 
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Theosophy 
Thesis 

Trance 
Transcendence 
Transient 


Transmigration 


Ubiguity 

Ultimate 
Unconscious (The) 
Uniformity of Nature 
Universals 

Universe 


Utilitarianism 


Valid 

Value Judgments 
Vice 

Vicious Circle 
Virtue 

Vision 


Volition 


Zoolatry 


Zoroastrianism 
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